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The best attorneys don’t necessarily have the most wins 

on their record. Their courtroom skill and worth ethic 

make an impression on the legal community over time.

Top Lawyers of Greater Lynchburg is the result of an 

online peer-voting contest facilitated by DataJoe Research 

Company (see methodology and disclaimers on page 

38). All of the lawyers in our listings were nominated by 

the attorneys they work alongside every day in Central 

Virginia’s courtrooms.

Read on to find out who lawyers themselves recommend 

in 26 specialties.
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DAVID COX
Top Lawyer of 

Greater Lynchburg
B Y  D R E W  M E N A R D

So many people live balancing 
on the edge of financial crisis. 
Fortunately, for those who hit 
rock bottom, it does not mean 
the end.

People don’t often associate the law working for them, 
especially as it relates to finances, but Lynchburg’s 2017-
2018 Top Lawyer is committed to doing just that—putting 
the law to work for those who need it the most. 

The heart behind this practice is a belief that everyone 
deserves a second chance. David Cox, founder of and 
attorney for Cox Law Group, is so committed to this ideal 
that his practice exclusively focuses on bankruptcy law, 
helping clients to manage or eliminate their debt.

“I believe in the power of forgiveness to change lives, and I 
want my clients to experience it as well through bankruptcy,” 
Cox said. “It is moving to watch a client go from a point of 
overwhelming and consuming stress to being able to truly 
experience relief and to have hope for their future.”

While he can’t always give clients all of the relief they 
want, Cox said he appreciates that in the side of the law he 
focuses on, “you are always helping people and taking them 
to a better place.”

“It is the one area of the law where you can always help 
people,” he said. “So many other areas of the law, you are 
meeting people at a very difficult time and you are just 
guiding them through a difficult process that has a difficult 
ending. Bankruptcy, on the side that I do it, you are giving 
people another chance.”

A family man with local ties—Cox is an E.C. Glass 
alumnus and resides in the area with his wife (a second-
grade teacher) and two teenage children—Cox said that 
this philosophy of second chances is one he tries to apply in 
everyday life as well.

“The idea of starting over is a really important concept to 
me,” Cox said. “Everybody deserves another chance to learn 
from their mistakes and to start over.”
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Thomas L. Phillips, Jr., Jennifer E. Stille, Frank West Morrison, Gentry R.P. Ferrell

Personal Injury, Family Law, Litigation,  
Business, Wills, Estates, Commercial Real Estate,  

Mediation and Collaboration

Over 150 Years of Combined Experience
www.pmjf.com

Members of the firm recognized individually by:

PMF
Phillips • Morrison • Ferrell LLP

Cox started his practice with just himself and two paralegals on payroll. 
Today, Cox Law Group has a team of 25 full-time employees, including four 
attorneys (Cox included), and offices in five locations—Lynchburg, Danville, 
Harrisonburg, Staunton and Winchester.

Realizing that for many, walking into a bankruptcy office is likely “the 
worst thing they have ever had to do,” Cox said his staff and attorneys value 
compassion—a necessary trait to succeed in Cox’s office. 

It starts with the idea of “walking in somebody else’s shoes,” Cox said. “It is a 
big step for somebody to walk into a bankruptcy office.”

“At the office, I try to foster a culture of compassion and kindness around me 
every day—not just among my staff as we serve our clients but also to one another 
working at the firm,” Cox said. “The biggest reason for our success is the staff that 
we have. … I am grateful to be able to practice bankruptcy law with the clients that 
I have and to work alongside such talented attorneys and paralegals in my office.”

Despite misconceptions many may have about what brings people to 
bankruptcy, Cox said that he rarely meets with clients who have been careless and 
abusive with credit. Sure, many could have made better decisions, he concedes, 
but Cox said the story is often people towing the line financially and tripping up. 

“Folks are just so close to the edge,” he said of the common narrative these 
days. “They are one paycheck from a significant problem or one health problem 
away from a financial crisis. They are just struggling to get by. We see a lot of 
those clients.”

Cox’s dedication to providing second chances extends far beyond the region 
as he lends his expertise on the subject of bankruptcy law across the country. 
He speaks on the topic frequently at continuing legal education seminars in 
the Commonwealth and across the country—organizations he has served as a 
panelist or lecturer for include the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees, 

the American Bankruptcy Institute, the National Association of Consumer 
Bankruptcy Attorneys, the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute, Washington 
and Lee School of Law, as well as other various Virginia CLE programs. Cox is a 
fellow with the American College of Bankruptcy (admitted March 2013) where 
he serves on the pro bono committee. He is a permanent member of the Fourth 
Circuit Judicial Conference, and is also a councilmember of the Virginia Bar 
Association’s Bankruptcy Section and a past member of the Virginia State Bar’s 
Board of Governors for the Bankruptcy Section.

Cox recently finished updating the fourth edition of the American 
Bankruptcy Institute’s Consumer Bankruptcy and is the co-editor of Bankruptcy 
Practice in Virginia, a comprehensive desk reference guide for Virginia 
bankruptcy lawyers. Cox has also published articles related to consumer 
bankruptcy issues in the American Bankruptcy Institute Journal.

Before becoming a renowned expert on bankruptcy law, Cox studied 
Communications and English at Virginia Tech (after first attempting to study 
engineering) before going on to law school at the University of Richmond. As 
his law career blossomed, Cox served as a judicial clerk for the late Hon. William 
E. Anderson, Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Virginia and started 
his bankruptcy practice thereafter.

On weekends, he can be seen spending time with his family or biking along 
the Blue Ridge Parkway or various area mountain bike trails. Cox has completed 
two Ironman races, and he helps coach his son’s mountain biking team. Recently, 
he had the honor of completing the Gran Fondo Hincapie race alongside his son. 
He’s also active in his church, Trinity Episcopal in Bedford. Cox has two dogs—
Banjo, a short-haired German pointer, often joins Cox in visiting clients.  

For more information about the practice, visit CoxLawGroup.com. 
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